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between Japan and the European Space Rgency.

The enploration of Mercury has taken only a minor role in the space interests of the
world. It is the least explored inner planet. Rs of January 2008. the Mariner 10 and
MESSENGER nissions haue been the only missions that have made close chseruations of
Mercury. MESSENGER made a Fly-by of Mercury on 14 January 2008, to further investi-
gate the cbseruations made by Mariner 10 in 1915. R third mission to Mercury, BepiCo-
lombo. is to include tuo probes. BepiColombe is a joint mission between Japan and the
European Space Rgency.

The exploration of Mercury has taken only a minor role in
the space interests of the world. It is the least explored
inner planet. As of Januvary 200B. the Mariner 10 and MES-
SENGER missions have been the only missions that have
made close obseruations of Mercury. MESSENGER made a
fly-by of Mercury on 14 January 200B. to further investi-
gate the observations made by Mariner 10 in 19715. R third
mission to Mercury. BepiColombo. is to include two probes.
BepiColombo is a joint mission between Japan and the Euro-
pean Space Rgency.

The exploration of Mercury has taken only a
minor role in the space interests of the
world. It is the least explored inner planet.
As of January 2008. the Mariner 10 and
MESSENGER missions hauve been the only
missions that haue made close observations
of Mercury. MESSENGER made a fly-by of
Mercury on 14 Janvary 200B. to further
investigate the obseruations made by Mari-
ner 10 in 19715, R third mission to Mercury.
BepiColombo. is to include two probes. Bepi-
Colombo is & joint mission between Japan and
the European Space Agency.
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